Dear •'la, % yesterday’s meeting with Sprague/Hoase committee staff 10/21/76 

Hock Feeaq/y, lea Brusaoa ( Bratton?) and Bon Osor (right) pins most of the time 
Donovan Say koto with Sprague sal. ae for the about hoar and a half we were together* 
Daring this tiae Sprague took no calls* Feaney answered the® for 

It is not possible for me to give you a reading on Spra gas* I eaao on. his words and 
aannsr hat I do not suggest these are or axe not dependable indications* There ©jg$& IffiTWfo 
been sane subtleties hut it is also possible that believing this can be wrong* 

hag no disagreements m naytMng* % expressed complete agreement on everything 
except ©ae ©f ay procedural and operational proposals* I *ra not sure which bat I ****** it 
was his expression of uncertainty about whther after taking initial and certainly contra- 
dictory testtassy there bo a confrontation — he called it adversary — taking ©f testimony 
ts resolve disputes and qaestiens of fact* all aider oath* 

He began by telling so what he has in salad* , t is ss sore than what yen would expect 
f except for his emphasis that is Identical with Mae to Downing through Feeney and Bui, 
on addressing a homicide/ by establishing the basic fact of homicide gs closely as pea*' 
sible to the wanner in which it is done in court* Be laid some stress on this, I believe 
one of the subteliles* la introducing tiae others he also seamed t© 3 tree Qser’a foxaer 
connect! Ka with Justice, to which I responded by in affect saying- some of ay best friends 
aad***and that this did not prejudice me* (Oxer did later*|te alone*) 

Sprague said he would be wanting to see Mach of ae and aak sack of wee and I that 
in stages I as willing* I did say that I would be looking for bona fides sot la words 
bat in performance, that one of the problems I anticipated, fro® personal knowledge and 
prior experience was from Members, that I racy be offerin. much work free and at sene 
personal cost because of the cost of doing that work, and. that ay major interest is in 
that work being used as I regard responsibly and conversely, not being used irrespon- 
sibly* The one sthxx otter limitation was that none of it be made available to anyone 
else working in the field, agreed to on all levels* 

Sprague showed no reaction at ay very polite end 1 think understood oaderstatemeat 
of what was in my MM, % expressed aaderstssdiag and appreciation of it and the motive 
and I think said something to the effect that he believed there would be no such problems. 

One of Ms questions had to do with the Bps edifies of their approach and the manner 
in which they begin* £ limited myself to the beginning with him, wnet farthor later with 
others* He agreed to all these specifics, which are those of which you are aware - tiae 
basic evietaee in both homicides* % stayed entirely away from JFK, as the otters also 
did later,exeept when I was alone with ^mserssu % will be research director for both 
staffs, which I regard as good an many counts* 

Wgen Sprague expressed regret that you are not available I told Mb this is not the 
case and that I said this after speaking to yon* There Is no question about the potential 
of conflict because you are and have been Bay’s attorney but there are otter areas in 
which what you can do, including is testimony 1 recommended, that would be helpful to 
the committee is meeting Its overall respeaMWlltlee and in the education of both Members 
and staff. In your personal observations of sad experiences with how the entire system of 
justice does and does not work in such cases* He seemed to agree, expressing limited 
agreement while nodding his head in approval* Is. said nothing but nodded bis head again 
when I responded to Ms question about Bay as a witness® negatively, limiting my reasons 
because we were running out of time to the initial Hay beat of mind and. the induced state 
of Mod frea all those years of solitary# I also said that if he wanted to be an. honest 
itness it has come to the point where in some areas Hay cannot avoid confabulation and 
cannot always separate hearsay from personal knowledge* 
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te the suppressed evidence the agencies have there was seas trouble getting these 
Sherlock Salases to recognize what they can fled is it and what they cannot expect. tfMl® 

I a® aware of the differences in court X felt that with ties a footer X night mrfm «« 
offer, subject to your approval and their p & vfama &B&t to let the® join injl ay suite should 
they want to* I do not think they will* Sprang# shew ne reaction* ^e let me continue speaking* 
I said they'd get everything I did la any event, tee difference coaid fee in tea®. In this 
rea X lack confidence ia their suitaMlity for or experience in investigating or eve® a 
simple, basic underst anding ©f what they are into and how they can go about developing 
fact and evidence. Of tease under Sprague ay impression is that Donovan is best suited to 
Ms function -sad. begins with c good grays of it, including ia its political ratifications* 

Xt took seas time for Jemery to understand what X driving at in urging the iaw» 
mediate papering of Washington and Memphis with dues# tecum subpoenas. I finally got 
through to Me by telling Mm the story of my experience# of ths summer of 1366 when X 
decided to start t’.e benate on an laves tigati on of phoney anti— lafeat citizens* committees 
ana. the story ©f the so-called brwat Akron As sociati on and its counsel. I'm sure I've 
told you and it began the opening of Ms lawyer's mind, (fie then felt & little apologetic 
ate explain that Ms prior experience was in civil law.) 

-krosa bsmwaa i learned that our Ahsng problem was pressure from above her, inolucLittg 
but set limited te the heavy , heavy f t&b. her chairman, lack brooks. TSst waited ia for a 
moseet while X was swaitiag D^hevaa's return. X did net recognize him! 

XoaavaE^ia talking about ©emixig up here with a xerox machine next week and taking @ 

TOom at oliday ^aa. I suggested that we talk first and 1 tell him what he can dupli- 
cate with less cost ia tiro and money by making duplicating requests, I also told Mb 
that most ©f sap material is arranged fey subject, not agency* 

At one point some of them raised tee question ©f '’that f£2 agent in Puerto Itieo.* 

I assumed they meant deHroeys ant Pena and X set it straight without giving them the right 
name, I did suggest a duces teew subpoena m l&ebeUr for Ms drawers of Ccsmdssian sdere- 
film. I did explain the propriety of sew of deBrueys work. 

X went into what -*%bba does and does not have, where l tsfa f nir they'll find hidden 
files, what X think they can expect of Stanton, and Carlisle, thtwg* iik» that, but afct 
by laden tifying that basement. 

X urged that they begin with the belief that Howard's book is the best 
cim p.lif i eati on for general staff understanding and test with Sylvia * s th® only 

® a ® worth anyone's reading. 1 suggested teat right new, whs® they haw® el e-rf <>qi people 
sitting around doing noising, they have 53® cards made an both indexes to be incorporate 
with all of Mae, which offered to lean tea. 

b© time for more. Is summary, nothing to Make me more hopeful or less. 


Best, 



